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DETAILS
2019 NEMA CONFERENCE
Pricing
Conference Fee, (must be current paid member). Includes Ocean Front
Room (one per Member publication), for 1 to 4 people, two breakfasts, two
lunches, four breaks, cocktail receptions, and two dinners. Members may
share assigned room with spouses. Spouses will need to pay the Extra Person Fee below to attend any conference or conference related events.

$ 200.00

Conference Extra Person Fee, cost for added people (per person) either in
the room above or in additional hotel rooms . Price Includes: Attendance
to all conference sessions, Breakfast on Monday and Tuesday Conference
breaks, Lunch on Monday and Tuesday, and dinner on Tuesday night.
Spouses, staff and non-members are “NOT” required to pay this fee if they
would prefer to eat off-site at their own expense and not attend conference
events.

$125.00

Hotel Room Discounted Rate, for extra rooms during the conference, three
nights total, does not include the conference fee and/or any meals.

$315.00

Extra days at hotel, either pre or post conference.

$89 plus tax

NOTE: You must have a valid passport for this conference travel.
Hurry, Conference is limited to first 27 (not including additional guests, spouses,
staff).
Registration deadline is Sept. 1, 2019. All memberships must be paid by this date as well.

**NEMA reserves the right to offer unused rooms to staff/non-members on a 1st come 1st served basis and based on
availability.
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TRANSPORTATION
Airport
Gustavo Diaz Ordaz International Airport or Puerto Vallarta International Airport.
Puerto Vallarta is set to embark on a new airport expansion that will more than double its arrivals capacity, as well as add a new, smoother customers and immigration process. The new building will add 14
gates, bringing the airport’s gate total to 34, allowing it to handle 10 to 12 million arrivals annually. By
comparison, the facility welcomed 4 million arrivals in 2018.

Arriving at the airport—PLEASE READ!
•

Before you touch down, the flight crew will hand you an immigration form. Please fill it out on the
flight before landing. This will have two parts, a top part and bottom part. You must KEEP the
bottom part with your passport. You will have to turn this in when you leave the country.
• Get off the airplane, into the terminal...or on to the tarmac into the bus and then into the terminal.
 Go to the immigration booths, choose the one for tourists or Mexican national depending on which
category you are in.
 Go to the baggage claim carousel, get your bags, if any.
 Go to customs, In customs you'll put your luggage through a scan and you will be asked to press a
button, one person per family, if you get a green light you pass without a review, if you get red, all your
luggage will be checked.
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TRANSPORTATION



Put your head down and get out of there, through the automatic sliding doors to your left. They are
not allowed to physically contact you and there are lines on the floor that they are not allowed to
cross.
Go to the Official Taxi counters, buy your
ticket to your zone. The airport is an 8minute taxi ride to either the Marriott or
Westin. You can uber, but you have to
leave the airport property to catch an
Uber. If you take a taxi from the airport,
buy your ticket inside the airport. You’ll
see the taxi stand before you exit.
 NOTE: Taking taxis. ASK the price
before you get in.

Taxi | Uber
Taxi – Rates vary by Zone, to go from the Airport to the Zona Romantica (Taxi Zone 2), it will cost
about $344 pesos. Be sure to ask the price before you get in the cab.
You can purchase a “ticket” for the white taxi in the airport. The Airport taxi rates are especially high
when you consider the rates you can get if you step out of the Federal Airport zone. You can get a
cheaper rate, if it’s worth the hassle, by leaving the airport. White taxis service inside the airport, and
yellow taxis service outside.
Uber – Uber service is available but not at the airport. Do an internet search or check the Uber app for
the latest info on this service.
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TRANSPORTATION
Airport Intel

Pay close attention to departure times and gates, which
are subject to frequent and unannounced changes (as is
true throughout Mexico).

Departing, Security
Articles permitted in your carry-on bag.

•

One bag per passenger, medicine, CD’s and others
electronic articles, clothes, shoes and laptops.
• Liquids in bottles greater than 100 ml are NOT permitted.
Articles NOT Permitted in Your Carry-On Bag.
Sharp Objects: All sharp objects used for penetration or
cutting purposes are permitted for transport in checked
baggage only (documented and checked) and should be
securely wrapped to prevent injury.

Non-Stop Service from PVR to USA and Canada

Sporting Goods: Sporting goods are permitted for transport in checked baggage only (documented and
checked) and should be securely wrapped to prevent injury.
Metal Scissors: All sharp objects used for penetration or cutting purposes are permitted for transport in
checked baggage only (documented and checked) and should be securely wrapped to prevent injury.
Firearms and arms in general: As long as they comply with firearms laws, proceeding, Limitations and
security controls. Consult quantity restrictions in you airline.
Alcoholic beverages without factory brands of seals: Are authorize in checked baggage
(documented and checked) for up to 5 liters (24% minimum and up to 70% maximum alcohol levels) and
must be properly packaged.
Tools: Tools are permitted for transport in checked baggage (Documented and checked).
Articles NOT Permitted Under Any Circumstance.

•

Explosives: Detonators, mines, grenades, plastic explosives, fireworks and all classes of powder.

•

Flammable liquids: Gasoline, methanol, kerosene, spray paint, liquid alcohol and adhesives.

•

Corrosives: Batteries of whatever type, including car batteries.

•

Aerosols: Oxygen cylinders, poisonous gases and other compressed gas containers.

•

Flammable items and chemicals: Magnesium, lighters, flares and matches.

•

Household cleaning products: Not permitted in carry-on baggage (documented and checked) without
exception.
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MEXICO INTEL
•

Safety—So you heard there is a travel warning for Mexico? Can I travel safely to PVR? There are no
travel restrictions for private citizens and no official Puerto Vallarta travel warnings. The U.S.
State Department strongly advises against travel to a handful of Mexico’s 31 states. However, Jalisco,
the state Puerto Vallarta is located in, does not have a travel ban. The tourists areas of Puerto Vallarta are closely watched by the city’s police force, so you shouldn’t be alarmed if you feel like you
see a strong cop presence around town. If you ever feel unsafe for any reason, they’re ready to help,
and you can call 911 if you need just as you would in the states. Hotels and resorts also have security
guards around the property to ensure safety.

•

Puerto Vallarta travel tips is to stay in well-traveled tourist areas, and the chances that your journeys will take you into anywhere dangerous are low. A good rule of thumb is that the farther you
head from the beach area, the less safe the streets are. However, you’ll find plenty to do in the tourist areas, and the beach stretches on for miles. To exercise safety wherever you are, leave expensive
jewelry in the hotel safe and avoid flaunting large amounts of cash.

•

Telephone Usage—Many US plans offer free international roaming in Mexico as part of your regular
plan (AT&T and Verizon both offer this on shared plans) so please CHECK with your carrier to see
what options you have.

•

Money—You got to have money in some form – Pesos or credit cards will work best. U.S. dollars are
accepted at many places, but you will not get a very good exchange rate – so it’s in your best interest
to bring the local currency for Mexico, which is the Peso. Many U.S. banks will prepare foreign currency for you at great exchange rates, but you typically must order it so plan for that about two
weeks before your trip. If you forget, don’t worry. You can take money from a variety of ATMs located throughout the city. It has been our staff experience that you’ll get a better exchange rate with an
ATM than with the money exchanges. Visa and MasterCard are widely accepted – but be careful –
unless you have a card that does not charge a foreign transaction fee, those fees add up quickly! Tell
your bank that you will be using your credit card/ATM in Mexico or they may flag it and
your card will stop working

•

Beach Safety—The beach is the place to have fun, but it’s also a place where things can easily go
missing, especially if you’re doing a little day drinking. To ensure safety at the beach and that you
don’t lose any items, you can stay in front of your resort where the guards are keeping an eye on
everything. If you travel to a beach further away, don’t leave valuable items unattended. While unlikely to have any issues while taking a dip in the ocean, its always a good idea to keep an eye on
towels but don’t leave purses and wallets laying out alone.

•

Tap Water Alert—Don’t Drink Tap Water! Unless there's a sign over the sink in your hotel room
proclaiming that the tap water is purified (it would say "agua potable"), don't drink it. You should buy
bottled purified water to drink—it's inexpensive and available on virtually every street corner. Most
hotels provide bottles of water for your consumption in the room.

•

Shopping—Don’t pay the first price you see. It is customary to haggle on prices especially with
street vendors.

•

ATM Safety—Puerto Vallarta has many banking ATM machines where your bankcard will work. But,
just like in the U.S., watch for skimming and cloning.

•

How much $$ should you bring? Things in Puerto Vallarta generally costs less than they do in the
U.S. or Canada, but again, that’s all based on personal preference and taste. We would suggest generally to prepare to spend $50 to $100 USD per day on your trip for massages, food, tours and
drinks.
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MEXICO INTEL
•

Tips—We would suggest that you tip like you would in the U.S. or Canada – 15 to 20 percent in pesos. Some websites suggest tipping taxi drivers only if they help with your bags. Just remember the
average daily wage in Mexico is very low, and the minimum daily wage is about 80 pesos. So your tip
dollars are always appreciated by the locals.

•

Food Surprise—The food in Mexico will be very different from, say, Taco Bell in the States. The Mexican food in the States pales in comparison to the Mexican food in Mexico.

•

Taxes – Mexico has what is called an IVA (Impuesto al Valor Agregado [Value-Added Tax]), which is
a federal sales tax in Mexico. It is currently a whopping 16%, and this tax is usually included in prices
at stores and restaurants. Hotels may add this tax, and an additional 2% municipal room tax, onto
your room price.

•

Costs—here are some typically prices our staff have experienced in Mexico:
• Cocktail drink – $80 pesos (about $4.25 USD)
• Beer – $30 pesos (about $1.50 USD)
• Dinner for two – $400 pesos (about $21 USD)
• Haircut – $100 pesos (about $5.25 USD)
• Massage – a 60-minute massage can vary from $400 ($21USD) to $800 ($42USD) pesos. You
can barter on the price with many of the places.
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MEXICO INTEL
HEALTH INSURANCE
If you’re just traveling to Mexico, be aware that, while health care costs are generally cheaper in Mexico,
for serious incidents the cost of care can still be very expensive. Mexico provides national health care to
its citizens and legal immigrants via a system called Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social. However, vacation travelers like us are not
entitled to take advantage of
the medical assistance benefits
of this system. Furthermore, the country lacks any reciprocal agreements regarding
medical care with foreign countries. This means that we have
By Shane Croucher On 1/10/19 at 7:35 AM EST
two options regarding your
The Mexican coast guard evacuated Kehler to the Amerimed private hospital in Cancun,
where the family said admission cost $6,000 and surgery came with a $25,000 price tag.
medical care:

Cruise Ship Medical Nightmare: Man
Evacuated for Emergency Surgery,
Kicked Out of Hospital Because He
Can't Pay
The ship's doctor had made the arrangements.



Pay of pocket for treatment,
including ambulance, doctors, and hospitals



Obtain a health insurance
plan that covers treatment
while in Mexico.

"When we didn't have the $25,000 they stopped all of Chase's treatment. They unhooked his IV, they gave him no more medicine," Janie Kehler, Chase's mom, told Fox
16.

Without travel insurance, 'egregious
billing' common for emergency care in
tourist spots

In order to avoid a potentially
large medical bills like the ones
noted to your right, travelers to Posted: 4:34 PM, Jul 20, 2017
this conference in Mexico are
urged to obtain some form of
medical insurance that is accepted by healthcare providers
in Mexico. Some care providers
only accept cash payments, so
Brandi Gallagher's family says she was held hostage, ordered to pay thousands after
keep some money available just injury while on vacation
in case! According to the US
By Jessica Prokop, Columbian Assistant Metro Editor
State Department, “U.S. citiPublished: October 25, 2017, 10:15 AM
zens have lodged numerous
complaints against some private
hospitals in Cancun, the Riviera
Maya, and Cabo San Lucas to include exorbitant prices and inflexible collection measures. Travelers
should obtain complete information on billing, pricing, and proposed medical procedures before agreeing
to any medical care in these locations. Be aware that some resorts have exclusive agreements with medical providers, which may limit your choices in seeking emergency medical attention.” The US State Department goes on to say that they “strongly recommend” supplemental insurance to cover medical
evacuation if needed.

Woman’s Vancouver family fights Mexican hospital over her care
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MEXICO INTEL

Testimonial

NEMA TRAVEL INSURANCE QUOTE

NEMA has arranged for a group rate for your Travel/Health insurance if you are interested. This is an optional cost, but NEMA
strongly suggests you obtain some type of insurance.
The quote below is from Seguros Atlas, one of the largest insurance
companies in Mexico that was established more than 70 years ago.
With a “AAA” rating by Fitch Ratings, Standard & Poors and AM Best
that confirms their dedication and excellence in offering coverage when most needed. The insured
sums, benefits, and prices are person. These policies also offer: Direct payment with hospitals and doctors all over Mexico, No deductible or coinsurance, and English assistance 24/7. NOTE: These travel policies DO NOT cover medical assistance related to a preexisting conditions.

To Purchase this insurance please contact: Luis Leon at health@guardianinsurancemx.com
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PUERTO VALLARTA INFO
Flying in, this is the airport terminal
This is the Marriott & Westin Resorts

This is the gay district and gay beach.
About 20 minutes by taxi from our
hotels, 115 pesos estimated.

City Overview and Climate
info for October
Expect low 80s. The temperatures begin
to fall in October in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, but so does the amount of
rainfall as the city finally leaves the rainy
season (June - October). Temperatures
are still very pleasant at this time of year
and the fewer downpours means that
it's a great time to visit to catch some
last-minute sun before winter sets in.
Puerto Vallarta is a coastal town with
just over 300,000 residents. It’s framed
by the mountains of the Sierra Madre
Occidental of Jalisco and the immense Mexican Pacific. This fascinating tourist destination with red roofs, golden sunsets, and cobbled streets, possesses everything that makes for an incredible vacation: beautiful beaches, leading hotels, and a variety of restaurants and activities. Puerto Vallarta’s art offering is amazing, from crafts found in the flea
market to the fleeting creations made by artists with the sand of the beach.
Puerto Vallarta is considered the most welcoming and gay-friendly destination in Mexico, dubbed the "San Francisco of
Mexico. Previously quite conservative, the municipal government has become increasingly supportive in recognizing
and accepting the LGBT tourism segment and in supporting LGBT events such as Vallarta gay pride celebrations (which
launched in 2013) and is now held annually to coincide with US Memorial Day weekend. It boasts a gay scene, centered in the city's south-side Zona Romántica, of hotels and resorts as well as many bars, nightclubs and a gay beach
on the main shore. Puerto Vallarta has been cited as the number one gay beach destination in Latin America.
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HOTELS
NEMA is grateful to the Marriott and Westin hotels for providing a limited number of rooms for NEMA
members.
Each NEMA member organization will be given one room at either the Marriott or Westin (conference will be
held at each location with shuttle service between the two. They are about a mile apart). Hotel selection will
be assigned based on availability, and grouping. The room can have one king or two queens (indicate preference when registering). If a NEMA member organization needs additional rooms, they can be reserved with
the hotel at a special NEMA conference rate of $89 a night (plus tax).

Westin Resort

Marriott Resort

2019

HOTELS
Marriott Resort & Spa

Make the most of a once in a lifetime vacation at Marriott Puerto Vallarta Resort & Spa. You'll be pampered with a
beachfront location, along with multiple swimming pools and on-site restaurants. Allow our very own Tequila Casamagna to add a little extra spark to your lounging experiences. Our hotel is near downtown Puerto Vallarta, as well
as Malecon Puerto Vallarta and Galeria Vallarta mall. All rooms and suites come with a balcony or terrace so you'll
never be far from an incredible view. You'll also have a cozy pillowtop mattress to lie on, Netflix availability through
your flat-panel TV and complimentary robes to lounge in. (From their website)

Westin Resort & Spa

Escape to 14 tranquil acres dotted with swaying palm trees and fronted by 410 feet of private Pacific Ocean beach.
The Westin Resort & Spa, Puerto Vallarta offers all this splendor just minutes from the international airport and
charming downtown. Beachfront pergolas and sparkling pools invite relaxation, while our serene spa offers head-totoe pampering. Reenergize at the WestinWORKOUT® Fitness Studio, tennis courts, or nearby golf courses, or explore upscale shops and dining at the marina district across the road. Bright tropical colors and elegant, modern
Mexican decor grace our 280 ocean-view rooms, each with a private balcony, plush Heavenly® Bed, and rejuvenating Heavenly® Bath.(From their website)
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HOTELS
Marriott Resort & Spa

Floors

Westin Resort & Spa

9

14

403

263

Check-In Time

4:00PM

3:00PM

Check-Out Time

12:00N

12:00N

Airport Shuttle Service

No

No

Airline reservation desk

Yes

Yes

Barber/Beauty shop

Yes

Yes

Laundry on-site

Yes

Yes

Valet dry-cleaning

Yes

Yes

Cash machine/ATM

Yes

Yes

Safe deposit boxes, front desk

Yes

Yes

Car Rental

Yes

Yes

None

1 small dog

Wireless Internet access

Yes

Yes

Concierge Desk

Yes

Yes

Spa Services

Yes

Yes

24 Hour Room Service

Yes

Yes

Specialty Dining

La Estancia, Mikado, Las Casitas, Deli Los Mangos, Champions Sports Bar

Arrecifes Seafood/Steakhouse, El
Palmar, La Cascada Restaurant &
Bar

Swimming Options

Beach, Indoor lap, infinity pool,
spa

Beach, two outdoor pools, spa

Volleyball Court

Yes

Yes

Outdoor Tennis Courts

Yes

Yes

Table Tennis

Yes

Yes

Fitness—Gym

Yes

Yes

Total Rooms

Pets in room allowed
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HOTELS
Meeting Rooms for each hotel

Marriott Resort & Spa

Westin Resort & Spa
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GAY Puerta Vallarta
Most of the gay nightlife, and the gay beach, is located
in Zona Romantica (Old Town). It’s a 20 to 30 minute
or so uber or taxi ride to the gay beach. Check out the
website of Out & About PV for in-depth info on the gay
area of Puerto Vallarta - https://outandaboutpv.com/
Puerto Vallarta Gay Beach – Just a few minutes walk
from the Romantic Zone is Playa Los Muertos, an international party hotspot for gay boys who love to play in
the turquoise seas or relax in upscale gay beach clubs.
Very cruisy and great for people watching. Playa Los
Muertos, the unofficial gay beach in Puerto Vallarta, and
just beyond that is the more private Playa Conchas Chinas.

Gay Beach Clubs in Puerto Vallarta
Blue Chairs – The original gay beach club that
helped to solidify Los Muertos Beach as the gay
beach, and it is still going strong today – even if
it has somewhat faded from its golden days.
Blue Chairs is instantaneously recognizable by its
namesake dark blue deck chairs sitting beachfront which you can rent along with a town for
the day as you enjoy food and drinks brought
down by the beach waiters. There are frequent
themed gay parties and popular happy hour specials at sunset to enjoy with the expansive bay/
sea views.

Prostitution is legal in Mexico. Many
guys will work off social media
apps such as Grindr or Hornet. Remember to lock your valuables
away before inviting anyone around
and let people know where you are
going before meeting anyone in
Puerto Vallarta.

Sapphire Beach Club – A modern resort and
beach club that is very gay-popular thanks to it’s
dipping pool, comfortable lounge chairs and
cabañas, towel service, cocktails and modern
food menu. Whether soaking up the sun, taking
a dip in the pool or mucking around with the
funky water toys, a day at Sapphire is never
dull.
Mantamar Beach Club Bar & Grill –An LGBT
Daylight Club in Puerto Vallarta. Located on Gay
Los Muertos Beach, rent a sun lounger on the
beach and enjoy the sexy waiter service, slip into the world-class infinity pool or shade under
the cabanas. There is also a locker room to keep
your valuables safe and a full restaurant.
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Gay Bars & More

E,M,O,P

2

Map courtesy of Mapalife.com

A—Anonimo Video Bar

O—Mr. Flamingo

B—Apache’s Martini & Cocktail
Bar & Bistro

P—Paco’s Ranch

C—Bar Frida
D—Blondies Loft & Slush Bar
E—Cantina La Margarita
F—CC Slaughters PV

Q—Reinas Bar
R- The Palm Cabaret & Bar
S—Vela Lounge
X—No Way Jose (Dinner Tue)

Gay Strip Clubs, Baths &
Cinema

 Wetdreams—Exclusively


G—Debraye Club
H—Diva’s Bar
I—Garbo Bar Vallarta
J—Kooky Karaoke & Drinks
(LGBT Friendly)
K—La Cantina
L—La Cueva Cantina
M—La Noche
N—Los Amigos (may not be
open yet)




male strip bar famous for
nude shower shows.
Antropology – The longest
running gay strip club in
Puerto Vallarta, and still one
of the most popular.
Club Spartacus – Only gay
sauna in Puerto Vallarta,
4,000 sq ft sauna complex.
Elizabeth Taylor Theatre
An XXX adult cinema popular
with gay, straight and bi
guys. Open from 2 – 10 pm
daily. For the gay action
head to the upper Mezzanine area.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM
•

Saturday Oct 26th
•

Arrive early, relax and explore (at your own expense), hotel will extend a NEMA discount
however.

•

Sunday Oct. 27
• Travel and Registration (registration is at your assigned hotel. A NEMA Representative will
be on site to greet you). Travel arrangements are up to you. Please see the Transportation
pages of this document. for suggestions on how to get to the hotel from the airport.
• Publisher/Owner Opening Reception, at Marriott, sponsored by Marriott – @marriottpv
• Publisher/Owner Opening Dinner, at Marriott, sponsored by Marriott – @marriottpv

•

Monday Oct. 28: Conference opens (held at Marriott)
• Breakfast: Compliments of Publication Printers
• Break
• Lunch: Compliments of Publication Printers
• Break
• Publisher/Owner Cocktail Reception Hosted by Westin Hotel and Resort @westinpv
• Dinner: Compliments of The Top Sky Bar & Restaurant at the Almar LGBT Resort

•

Tuesday Oct. 29: Day Two (held at Westin)
• Breakfast: Compliments of Publication Printers
• Break
• Lunch: Compliments of Publication Printers
• Break
• Publisher/Owner Cocktail Reception Hosted by Marriott @marriottpv
• Dinner: Compliments of No Way José! Restaurant and Bar (No Way José! is offering a special menu – a 3-course meal with one cocktail. Any off-special-menu items and additional
beverages you order, a separate check will be made for you at your expense. NEMA also
asks that you be prepared to help pay a gratuity amount).

•

Wednesday Oct. 30: Day Three (held at Marriott)
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast
Conference Wrap Up
Hotel Checkout (respective hotel)
Optional, extend your stay at the hotel for $89 plus tax
Optional Press Trip to Guadalajara or Puerto Vallarta (limited spots for each and will be
based on first come, first serve). Exact details to follow, expected to be 2-3 days each and
they will provide hotel accommodations.
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PUBLISHERS MEDIA
PROGRAM
All NEMA members will be required to post comments, photos and videos using the following hashtags
during all sponsored events:


#PuertoVallarta



#NEMAconference

As part of NEMA's agreement with the Puerto Vallarta Tourism Bureau, you must agree to provide the following:
• One article on LGBT weddings at the Marriott and Westin (copy and art will be provided by NEMA)
• One full page ad promoting Puerto Vallarta (ad provided by Puerto Vallarta Tourism)
• One article on LGBT life in Puerto Vallarta (copy and art provided by NEMA) to be run in Oct. 2019
• One article on Puerto Vallarta travel (copy and art provided by PV tourism, edited at your discretion) to be run in Nov. 2019.
Publishers attending this conference must agree to this requirement in advance of check-in. Publishers
who fail to agree to this in advance will be charged an added $500.00 fee for actual cost of the conference.
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SPEAKER BIOS
Bob Witeck is president of Witeck Communications, Inc., and for nearly four
decades a pioneering communications strategist dedicated to the advancement of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer communities around
the world. He is a communications consultant, author, speaker and researcher. His firm – the longest established LGBTQ-owned business enterprise certified by the National LGBT Chamber of Commerce – is based in Washington,
D.C.

Matt Skallerud, president of Pink Banana Media, specializes in LGBTQ online
marketing, targeting gays & lesbians via content marketing, social media, programmatic ad banners, mobile smartphone apps and more. He also specializes in search engine optimization (SEO), keyword/search advertising (PPC) and
social media analytics. He’s been in the LGBTQ online industry for over 20
years.

Jerry Cunningham is a former NEMA board member and owner and publisher
of OutFront Magazine, a mainstay in Colorado’s LGBT community since 1976.
Cunningham purchased the publication in 2012. He attended the University
of Colorado in Boulder and has a degree in Business Management & Marketing from the University of Regis in Denver. Before taking the helm of Out
Front, Jerry was the publicist for the City of Arvada, where he promoted the
work and stagecraft produced at the largest multi-disciplinary arts organization in the nation — Arvada Center. Before that, he owned an event production and decor company, producing intimate social gatherings for his clientele, which ranged from Denver’s elite to fortune 500 corporations. He is also
an amateur rodeo clown and has been active on the LGBT rodeo circuit for
about 30 years. His partner of 20 years, J.C. McDonald, is also a rodeo cow-
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Puerta Vallarta Tourism
Board Optional Press
Tours
Press Trips to Puerto Vallarta and Guadalajara
Are you interested in a press tour, sponsored by the Puerto Vallarta Tourism Bureau and the Guadalajara Tourism Bureau? The tour will begin after the NEMA conference, and will end on Friday of
that week. 10 spots are open for the Puerto Vallarta Tour, and 10 sports for the Guadalajara
Tour. The press tour is still being put together but will include transportation, lodging and some
meals. You will need to arrange transportation back home from either location. More information
to follow.
 Member publishers will have first right of refusal for both press trips
 8 slots will be available for the Guadalajara press trip (terms of participation will be announced
at a later date
 10 slots will be available for the Puerto Vallarta press trip (terms of participation will be announced at a later date
 All members of either press trip will be required to post comments, photos and videos using

the hashtags: #PuertoVallarta and #NEMAconference

NOTE: NEMA members that partake in the Guadalajara press trip must make their own
travel arrangements back to Puerto Vallarta to depart home or they may make travel arrangements to fly from Guadalajara back to the U.S.

Additional Information to follow.
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OPTIONAL TOURS
Some of the optional tours available in Puerto Vallarta.

Puerto Vallarta Sunset Cruise and Candlelight
Dinner Show
By night, Las Caletas is transformed into a magical paradise and the
perfect setting for this exclusive evening excursion. Sunset Cruise
includes Dance Show at the Pyramid Amphitheater, welcome cocktail, candlelight dinner, unlimited non-alcoholic beverages, Entry/
Admission to Rhythms of the Night by Vallarta Adventures. (5 hours)

Full Day Snorkeling and Beach Club Tour with
Buffet Lunch and Open Bar
Live the experience of sailing with us, we'll take you to “Los Arcos”,
a national underwater park, where you can snorkel or just stay
aboard enjoying the view enjoying the view, the sun or a cool drink, then we'll continue to Las Animas
beach to Mike’s Beach Club to have lunch. At the beach you can either swim, take a walk, kayaking, play
football... or just lay down on a deck chair relaxing and getting pampered by staff. This tour includes
continental breakfast, buffet style lunch, premium open bar, snorkeling gear, kayaks and paddle boards.
(7 hours)

Puerto Vallarta Outdoor Adventure Tour
Live a truly thrilling experience packed with challenges, nature and most importantly, fun, in the heart of
the rainforest in Puerto Vallarta. Experience our zip lines like no other, with our double-security wire and
international ACCT Standards.

Marietas Islands: Snorkel Cruise from Puerto Vallarta
The Bay of Banderas and the Mexican Pacific offer a vast array of wildlife and are available for you to explore during this exciting day tour. Includes Continental breakfast, Lunch, Open Bar, use of snorkel and
kayak equipment, Stand-up Paddle Boarding, and Entry/Admission to Majahuitas Beach. (7 Hours)

Commercial Fishing Boat Experience
Join us on a commercial Fishing Trip! This is a VERY UNIQUE experience unlike any other you have been!
We will be fishing 4 hours on a commercial fishing boat with tons of action in the beautiful bay of Puerto
Vallarta. We will be fishing the traditional way that fish are caught here and then taken to the market.
We catch a lot of fish in a short amount of time because of the technique use our fishing guide has been
fishing for +40 years so he will get us where the fish are. Departs Marina Vallarta, dock B at 6:00 am. (4
Hours)

Half Day Sightseeing and Snorkeling Tour with Buffet Lunch and Open Bar
Enjoy a full of fun half-day snorkeling tour, sailing along the coast line you will appreciate the amazing
view of Puerto Vallarta and the Sierra Madre. This tour includes fresh-made food, premium open bar,
snorkeling gear, scuba gear (optional), paddle boards and kayaks. (4 Hours)

A GREAT LOS ARCOS SNORKELING EXPERIENCE
Xplore one of the popular spot for the snorkeling: LOS ARCOS Our snorkeling destination is ideal for all
the ages, we only take small groups. Short Panoramic sightseeing of the city of Puerto Vallarta by motorboat: Marina Vallarta, hotels zone, Malecon, Cathedral, Los Muertos pier, Conchas chinas and the last
point Los Arcos, where we`ll have the opportunity to snorkeling to discover multicolored fish and enjoy
the area. Includes bottled water and sodas, snacks, professional guide, and snorkeling gear. (3 Hours)
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OPTIONAL TOURS
More examples of optional tours you can take while in Puerto Vallarta. NEMA
does not offer recommendations on any particular tour operators at this point.

WILD DOLPHINS AND SNORKELING ECOTOURS

A Combo trip! Enjoy and learn about the fantastic world of wild dolphins and spend some time discovering the underwater world too. Definitely the best way to see dolphins! If there´s an opportunity and depending on the dolphin behavior you may swim with them.
Banderas Bay has many beautiful and unique snorkeling spots. Depending on the sea conditions our crew
will choose the best spot so you can enjoy the wonderful underwater world with its great variety of multicolored tropical fish. (4 Hours)

Downtown Puerto Vallarta Food Tour

Get ready to become a local in 3 hours. Experience our 3.5-hour food tasting and walking tour offering a
local’s insight into Mexican culture. Your local "foodie" guide takes you on a culinary adventure, navigating the cobblestone streets of historic Puerto Vallarta. Along the way you will delight in the best Puerto Vallarta has to offer, visiting 9 carefully selected food tasting locations. (3.5 Hours)

Botanical Delights Tour & Culinary Adventure

There’s nothing quite like the Vallarta Botanical Garden, and the new Botanical Delights Tour and Culinary Adventure is the best way to enjoy the most from your experience there. (5-7 Hours)

Puerto Vallarta 360 City Tour

Join your certified local guide for an in-depth, five-hour exclusive tour of Puerto Vallarta by airconditioned vehicle. (6 Hours)

Vallartas Full Day Experience: Nature, tradition and virgin beaches

If you want to visit the most iconic places in south Vallarta and quiet spots this tour is for you. In this
experience you will combine nature and Mexican traditions while you mingle with the locals. And let´s not
forget about the beaches, but not just any beaches, beautiful virgin beaches. (8 Hours)

Tequila Museum and Tequila Tasting in Puerto Vallarta

Get to know the legends, history, traditions and process of elaboration of tequila. Enjoy the experience in
an interactive tour through the museum of tequila in Puerto Vallarta located inside “Vallarta theater”. Additional to that you can do a sensorial game in which you will learn to identify the aromas of good and
bad destilados, you will know different categories and sub categories of tequila. You will do a testing
with essences that will help to open all your senses. (1.5 Hours)

Emiliano Zapata’s Tacos and Street Foods Adventure

Built for food enthusiasts with a more adventurous palate, this evening street food tour is a three hour
culinary adventure that meanders through the historical Emiliano Zapata neighborhood (Old Town) to
sample what locals consider the most outstanding pulpo (octopus), cabeza (head), lengua (tongue) and
tripa (tripe) in town. But don't worry - Less adventurous eaters may opt for more traditional tacos like el
pastor and carne asada. (3 Hours)

Tasting Vallarta Gourmet Food Tour

Indulge in Puerto Vallarta’s gourmet scene on this food walking tour. During this progressive dining experience, visit award-winning establishments: a family-owned eatery, an acclaimed local restaurant, a romantic rooftop restaurant, and a dessert haven on the Malecón. Sample dishes featuring shrimp, oyster,
chicken asado and slow-roasted pork, as well as several special cocktails. Expect spectacular water views
on this small-group tour limited to six foodies (4 Hours)
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OPTIONAL TOURS
Private Market Tour and Cooking Class with a Local in Puerto Vallarta

Meet your host Helene at the entrance to Costco in Puerto Vallarta before driving together to visit the
Cinco de Diciembre market. Mercado Cinco de Diciembre is the central, lively market for Puerto Vallarta
locals. Helene will introduce you to her favorite vendors as you walk through the market and discover the
varieties of local fish, watch tortillas being made from scratch at the local tortilleria, and learn how to
choose the freshest produce. You will also purchase a few ingredients to use during your cooking class
with Helene. Back home, you and Helene will prepare two to three dishes from scratch. (5 Hours)

Authentic Jaliscan Cooking Class with a Local in a Traditional Hacienda

Join your local host Helene at her spacious, open kitchen and learn to cook an authentic Jaliscan meal
from handed down recipes perfected by Helene over the years. You and Helene will prepare three dishes
from scratch and she will teach you some master cooking techniques. You will learn how to perfectly
chop ingredients for the best tasting salsa, how to marinate your meats and how to fry a whole fish to
perfection! (5 Hours)

Chocolates and truffles workshop

Come and learn how to make chocolate! Located in the heart of the city center of Puerto Vallarta, ChocoMuseo will tell you everything you ever wanted to know about Mexican cacao and chocolate. We offer
chocolate workshops for those in search of a hands on, unforgettable experience. During the 2 hours,
you will learn everything about cacao and chocolate, discover how to temper chocolate and make a flavored ganache, prepare filled chocolates bonbons and truffles and take them with you (2 Hours)

Chef Ruben's Magical Mexican Salsa Class at Art VallARTa

Chef Ruben will take us on a journey of different sauces that can be used in many different ways. Taking
classic Mexican ingredients and by doing a variety of cooking techniques he will show how you can get
many different flavors, textures and options for other dishes. You will help in the preparation and we will
eat many different salsas as we prepare them. We will also learn how to make classic sopes with a filling
and test all the salsas that we have made to have some wonderful flavors. Beer, wine, local spirits and
jugos are included. (3 Hours)

Tacos and Food Tour of Puerto Vallarta's Local Neighborhoods

Enjoy a Delicious Taco and Food hopping tour and Have Fun while you taste the Best Eats and Delight
yourself with the Most Flavorful and Authentic Foods of Puerto Vallarta.
From Street Taco Carts with the best Finger and Comfort Foods to Trendy restaurants.
Our Taco Hopping Tour will treat you with the Most Scrumptious Eats of Puerto Vallarta. (3.5 Hours)

Jet Ski Adventure

Start your day with an exciting and entertaining activity with this jet ski tour guided by an expert. It will
be an unforgettable adventure. You will speed up a jet ski traveling from Marina Vallarta to the south
part of the bay. Always accompanied with a certified guide who will assist in making this aquatic adventure the safest. Also, you will do snorkel if the conditions apply. (2.1 Hours)

Canopy Tour

Feel the adrenaline while you fly above the trees in our 11 zip lines, enjoy the nature and wildlife of the
area while flying 660 feet high with a beautiful ocean view. And go from 80 to 90 kilometers per hour in
our fastest line, Tom and Jerry, where you can race a friend! (1.5 to 2 Hours)
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SPONSORS

NEMA would like to thank our sponsors for making this
conference possible. When you see them, please thank
them as well.

Marriott Puerto Vallarta
Resort & Spa

The Westin Resort & Spa
Puerto Vallarta

Visit Puerto Vallarta

Publication Printers Corp.

Additional Sponsorship Provided by:

No Way José! Restaurant and Bar

The Top Sky Bar at Almar Resort
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ATTENDEES
To be completed prior to the conference with names and contact
info of the attendees.
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NEMA Benefits | Join
Benefits
• VISIBILITY. Helping increase the visibility of LGBTQ newspapers, magazines and other media within the
eyes of advertisers and corporations nationwide. Only by working together can we achieve this in a cost
effective manner
• PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. NEMA workshops and other training programs are your best source for
information on how to keep timely with your editorial, how to grow your ad sales, how to cost effectively
reach your reading audiences, and how to keep the publication profitable.
• NETWORKING. NEMA is the most effective place to network with other publishers of LGBTQ media and
industry experts
• SAVE MONEY THRU GROUP BUYING PROGRAMS. The NAHP Board has set a new goal in 2019 to establish Group Buying Programs for its members. These will include key newspaper and magazine services. The
program is designed to both lower your operating cost and raise the quality of services you utilize.
•

2020 NATIONAL LGBTQ MEDIA STUDY. In 2020, NEMA will conduct our first comprehensive National
LGBTQ Media Study. Rather than relying on a study owned by a national media organization, this study
will be for YOUR readership and the data will be owned by YOU. The Readership Study will include detailed demographics, media usage, and consumer preferences for the publications readers.

How can I become a member?
To become a member, please complete the application form Google Form ( https://forms.gle/1Wj14fED8QHaTdvo6 ) . We
can bill you later, even with installments if necessary. Remember however your dues must be paid in full before the conference in October if you are attending.
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NEMA Code of Ethics
To be added prior to the conference.

